MOST COMMON
CHINESE MEASURE WORDS

PEOPLE AND ANIMALS

AN
/\ ~ ~ P - P
g ¢ |Person, general measure word A~ si gé rén L FEPPS
Four people

11’1 More respectful than >, and | — {1 yi wéi l3oshi | |

used only for people A teacher A
g People with status, typically —REX yiming yishéng &,
used for a person’s occupation | A doctor 1‘!

D K Family members, households |—ZXFA A yijia sikéu -5 g
O | (rarely used in speech) rén. A family of four aflA |

‘- _ S e — KR yizhi da xiang

s\ zht | Most animals including birds i s . s <

g ) Bigger animals, normally M 3k¥E lidng toéu zha

X Two pigs Lo

E Horses, mules etc. —IL5 yipima o

A horse

-4 .. |Long, thin animals like fish, — 2% yi tido shé
Bl Y130 | shakes, dragons etc. A snake

BODY PARTS
—iKAS yi zhang lian

V4 _
;k Measure word for face, mouth A face ‘6.
*E Thin, slender body partse.g. | —#R3F45 yi gén shdu zhi
finger, a hair A finger
-

_ | For body parts, this means — X H % yi zhi ér duo
“one of a pair” An ear

b= zhi
2 —Z%BE yi tido tui
o tido Long, narrow body parts Aleg

NOTE: some words are in multiple sections . . LTL MAN DARIN SCHOOL
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. = -~ -
iy A pair of body parts WERES yi shuang €O O

yanjing. A pair of eyes
_ | Small, normally round body
i
FOOD AND DRINK
w" : —HEE yi wan mian
e m felfereielleig] A bowl of noodles
fa For a meal of a fixed menu in a | —{7 Kk yi fén mifan
1ﬁ €N |restaurant An order of rice
. —ER A y1 chuan réu
& Askewerof mea
ﬁ A dish, and can be used fora | —#1%XF yi pan jidozi
plate of food A plate of dumplings
: —$#:7) yi gud tang
%ﬁ m Ol [P, Lol A pot of soup
aind Bamboo or wooden utensil | —ZEEF yilongbaozi JRada
7,2 for steaming food An order of baozi
—HRAS yi dié cu
ﬁ% n small plate A dish of vinegar e
. —IE 2 yi din zdocan
07 [l I Y ®
. . —FREE yi pian mianbao
):II' Thin slice of food A <lice of bread
.. |Aportion, piece or thick slice | —3R&E%% yi kudi dangao _ *
R Apeceorie &
—B&EF yibao shipian. g
@ m Pack, packet or bag A bag of crisps by

— ) yi ké xin
A heart

[N

—&I552 717 yi hé gidokeli
A box of chocolate -

A
= =
I hé Box or carton
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- . FIHRNEE liang ping pijiu ® ®
ﬁﬁ ping | Bottles Two bottles of beer L

e I [ S .
) —IFB] 4R yi ting kéle .
i ] A s

PLANTS
For trees, grass etc. (also — 1R y1ké sha
includes cabbages) A tree

** hi Smaller trees/plants, flower =M sanzhthua ;| : ;

Z still in the ground Three flowers \ \ \
. | For flowers, clouds or things | —Z:33# yi dud méigut
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
Long slender objects; thin, | —1R&AZ b yi gén haluébo
*E flexible strands A carrot
i Small objects that are usually | —FEHk yi ké ying tao
%}s € lroundish in shape A cherry
*f- Grain; classifier for small 7RI Lia i my VA Y
i1 round things Six grains of rice A
SN —3L3¥ 2 yi téu yangcong
< B An onion 2
¥n‘\¥ For segment, section, clove | —¥l) L7 yi banr suan ‘
(normally ) is added) A clove of garlic

*E For a quantity of things that | —$BZ&% yi ba xiangjido |

can be held in one hand

A bunch of bananas
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#22% yi guan féngmi
A jar of honey




VEHICLES
—Iif;S % yi liang giché

Eﬁ m For most wheeled vehicles
A car Pe
—BEEN s = =
For ships and vessels ﬂgﬁ” yi sdu chuan
A ship
For trains etc. (5] is used fora | —%AZE yi lié hudché
7]-|J series or row of things) A train ﬁi
20 —ZE7%A yi jia feifi \#5
= S An aeroplane
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES
,,:E . |For big buildings, mountains, | —EE#fyizud giago . - .
240 bridges A bridge
. - —MRFE F yi dong fangzi
*ZF‘ For buildings A house
' —|8]ZX = vyi jian jiaoshi
Fﬁ For buildings whose —FREBR yi sud yiyuan
purposes are explicitly stated | A hospital
17 N e = v
g For families or businesses EIR yi jia binguan
A hotel

— 1
HOUSEHOLD AND EVERYDAY ITEMS
—oKI8 5 yizhang .
zhaopian. A photo

A wall EEan

i -

k Rectangular or flat objects

ZB For books, magazines, =74 san bén sha )
m Three books *

notebooks etc.
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pianos and machines)
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14: .. |Forsomeitems of clothing, | —£L4 yijian liwd

AN hresents or problems/matters. |A present

*E Objects that can be grasped | —#8A]F yi ba shaozi ’
or objects with a handle A spoon

,ﬂ- hung For bedsheets (IR chuangis | —FRI&#E yT chuang

* &) also the word for bed) mianbei. A quilt

—&KXEF yitido tanzi
& Towel, tablecloth A towel
AN ... |Heavy electronic objects (TVs, |—& B yi tai dianshi
=0 @ |computers, etc) Atelevison _
ﬁl} For small devices, films, —EBFA1 yi bu shouji
= machines, dictionaries, etc. A mobile phone
== | s —22/T yizhan déng
m Alamp
. : —R317] yi shan mén s
CLOTHING AND JEWELLERY
. . — 32 yijian X%
14: m e ot s chénshan. A shirt e
A long article of clothing or 40T yi tido lingdai
tiao JIEWEEY A necktle
\ : : —EpE yI tao v
E A set/suit of clothing xizhuang, A suit
_ : —XHKF yishuang wazi i
z e
D RFE yizhishoutio
b One of a pair A glove
]' For things that have a top e.g. | —TRfEF yi ding maozi &
A hats A hat
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Y& méi

dui

miao

fen

tian

1]

— 1 zhou
- nian
dai

ci

ddn

bang

Small objects e.g. rings,
brooches

For certain pairs of objects

Second

Minute, fraction

Day

Day (used in written form)

Week (used in written form)

Year

Era, generation

A time

A

Chinese unit of weight
equivalent to 0.5 kg

Ton

Pound (Ib)

www.ltl-school.com

—IAFE yT méi jiezhi
Aring

—3FEIF yidui érhuan
A pair of earrings

¢ ¢
A &
© @

—#DH yT mido zhdng
One second

— 5384 yifén zhong

. o1l
One minute

—K yltian
One day
—H yirn
One day

—J& yizhou I
One week

—%F yi nian

One year

_E—1X shang yi dai
The previous generation N
—/Ryic
Once

J\FFER ba jin pinggud
Four kilos of apples °

I liang dan
Two tons

—EHE y1 bang tang
A pound of sugar
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1— N One inch (different to western | 12~ shi ér cuin
inch — 3.333cm) Twelve inches

hi One foot (different to 73R 3 lit chigao /
R N | western foot - 1/3 m) Six feet tall
E Chinese unit of length 7N B it gong li _
equivalent to 0.5 km Six kilometres \
i* Kuai Colloquial measure word for | —H 3Rk yibai kuai
ual 11 5t yuan gian, 100 yuan

Colloquial measure word for | FA5E3% si méo gian
1 A jido (1/10 yuan) Four jiao

An unspecified sum of —ZE %% yi bi gian
% money A sum of money
_ : = FHIEH san shéng pijii T8
N : —2}7K y1déu shui
~
=+ m AR
Degree, level (e.g. angle, 9+FE sishi di
temperature, etc.) Forty degrees
PAIRS, COLLECTIONS AND GROUPS
—INBEF yi shuang kuaizi
iy g| Pair of identical objects A pair of chopsticks | —
J Pair of complementary —&lI7IX yifu dao cha \{
objects A knife and fork
e | —X¥RZE yidui faqgi
yq' m For couples e.g. man and wife A man and wife e
4y . —ULEREER i xié tanggud -
—4 xie |Afew A few sweets

©

. : —Hh¥ y1 zhdng dongwu
*I:I:I AKIng A type of animal et

A
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1 —RtF yiqinyang  A®
g¥ qun | Group, flock A flock of sheep Q*

& LIS oty
+1 [ N e T Tl |
1 el I [ it
S ey
AR et 958
11 riorencs " O
A stack of money
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